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Five Cemeteries Worthy of Honor

[ACE AWARDS ]By Tom Nondorf

(Photo courtesy Dignity Memorial)

2025Runners-up

A year with the most entrants 
in history will certainly go 
down as a year of tough 

choices for the Kates-Boylston ed-
itorial staff.

Once again, we received entries 
from coast to coast, each with stunning 
views, creative staffs, and compelling 
stories.

We appreciate the staff and leader-
ship of every cemetery that took the 
time to submit their cemeteries for 
recognition.

Among all entries, we chose the fol-
lowing five runners-up to single out 
and salute.

This year, there was definitely a 
theme of resilience, of people working 
together to make the most of their lo-
cation and do the most for their fami-
lies in a time of great challenges.

We are proud to honor these five ex-
ceptional cemeteries and the way they 
executed the goals for which all ceme-
teries strive.

The winner of the American Cem-
etery Excellence Award will be an-
nounced in the December issue of 
American Cemetery & Cremation. KB

American Cemetery Excellence
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Mt. Elliott Cemetery

Left: honoring firefighters is a huge part of Mt. Elliott’s history. The Fireman’s Fund Monument stands tall in this section of the cemetery. 
Right: the Solanus Casey Columbarium at Mt. Elliott Cemetery. (Photos by Mari Latozas)

Runner-up2025 American Cemetery Excellence

Detroit

The oldest existing cemetery in Detroit 
and the namesake of the Mt. Elliott Cem-
etery Association, Mt. Elliott Cemetery 
was consecrated in 1841. It is today part 
of Detroit’s Eastside Historic Cemetery 
District, which is listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places.

An amazing part of Mt. Elliott’s story 
is that Judge Robert T. Elliott, one of the 
men behind the founding and design of 
the cemetery, the man who bought first 
11.5 of what are now 65 acres, was the first 
person interred at the cemetery when he 
died in a construction accident a mere 12 
days after the consecration. The cemetery 
is named for him.

Mt. Elliott’s association with the Capu-

chin Friars, who helped maintain the loca-
tion beginning in the 1870s, led to one of 
its most noteworthy facets today, as a stop 
on the life’s path of Blessed Father Solanus 
Casey, the beatified priest and spiritual 
counselor. Casey was among the Capu-
chin Friars to walk the Mt. Elliott grounds, 
and he is now buried across the street from 
Mt. Elliott near the center that bears his 
name. His connection looms large enough 
that there is a dedicated columbarium and 
statue for those on a Casey-themed spiri-
tual pilgrimage.

Other notable structures on the 
grounds are the granite Fireman’s Fund 
Monument, which salutes the Detroit 
firefighting community, and the gorgeous 

stone gateway designed and built in 1882 
by German immigrant stonecutter Walter 
Schweikart.

Every other year, the cemetery hosts a 
gathering of the Detroit Firefighters Asso-
ciation on Memorial Day, specifically for 
firefighters to honor their lost comrades.

The cemetery is maintained by the Mt. 
Elliott Cemetery Association through 
a perpetual trust that ensures its beauty 
will be perpetually maintained. A walk 
through Mt. Elliott is truly a time trip 
through the ethnic, religious, and entre-
preneurial history of Detroit, and some of 
the individual monuments and memori-
al art are as intricate and eye-catching as 
you’ll find anywhere. KB
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